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[bookmark: _Int_pLEpTvtg][bookmark: _Int_a7ICdrzv]Guide To Applying For Australian Visas For All Foreign Nationals Working & Visiting Australia. 
Visa requirements for Australia for all foreign nationals.
All foreign nationals wishing to work on board our corporation vessels in Australian waters or visiting the country require the appropriate work / travel visa and be reported on the correct list to local authorities on arrival to and from port.  Working on board the vessel in Australian Waters is considered as working in Australia even if the vessel undertakes an International Voyage.
General Crew Reported on the Crew List to Local Authorities.
Arrival by Sea:
· [bookmark: _Int_5ULgQXgK]All Foreign nationals working on board the vessel and reported on the Crew List to local Authorities require a Maritime Crew (Subclass 988) Visa (MCV). https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/maritime-crew-988
Arrival by Air:
· In addition to the MCV, all foreign nationals arriving by Air will need a Transit Visa (Subclass 771) granted before boarding the Aircraft.  https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/transit-771#Overview
General Crew - Important Points to Note
The Maritime Crew Visa (Subclass 988) 
· It is free to all foreign nationals.
· Must be applied for and approved whilst the applicant is outside Australia.
· It takes approximately 3 days to be granted.
· 90% of MCV Applications are auto approved if all the correct documentation is submitted at the time of application.
· Valid for 3 years from date of grant.
· [bookmark: _Int_9loLG8fh]Allows 5 days onshore once the crew member is signed off the vessel before they need to depart the country. 
· The visa is granted to the individual and not the passport. If the individual renews their passport whilst the MCV is still valid they will need to update the MCV through their Immi Account.
The Transit Visa (Subclass 771)
· It is free to all foreign nationals.
· All foreign nationals can apply for this visa.
· [bookmark: _Int_9FXgIeKZ]Takes approximately 17 days to be granted.
· Can be applied for after the MCV but before the MCV is granted.
· Must be applied for and approved whilst the applicant is outside Australia.
· Goes ‘Hand in Hand’ with the MCV and recommended for all Crew.
· [bookmark: _Int_d37X1sm9]Is prioritisied for approval when holding an MCV. 
· [bookmark: _Int_TzbegR0M]Should not be applied for more than 12 weeks prior to travel.
· Allows single entry visit into Australia.
· Is valid for 72 Hours onshore before the crew member signs on the vessel.
· Expires once the applicant has signed on to the vessel.
· Some nationalities are subject to providing Biometrics with this visa
How do I apply for a Maritime Crew visa (MCV) and the Transit Visa (Subclass 771)
Below are tips and hints to ensure that your application for a Maritime Crew Visa (Subclass 988) and Transit (Subclass771) Visa can be processed as quickly as possible. 
· Lodge an application via your own Immi Account 
https://online.immi.gov.au/lusc/login
· Attach a copy of your passport bio page and other identity documents as per below. 
Home Affairs need to confirm the identity of the applicant. Please make sure that you attach the following during the initial application process: 
· A colour copy of the applicant’s current bio data page of the passport that shows the following: 
· Photo.
· personal details (name, date and place of birth, nationality etc.)
· the date the passport was issued and when it will expire. 
· A copy of the applicant’s Seaman’s book, the validity page as well as the sign on and sign off event pages if appropriate for the nationality.
· A colour copy of the applicant’s Seafarer’s card.
· A colour copy of the National Identity Card (both sides) if the applicant has one.
· Include your signed employment contract - Home Affairs need to confirm that you are employed to work as a seafarer while in Australia. 
· And if relevant, documents that prove a change of name including:
· a marriage or divorce certificate.
· change of name documents from a relevant authority.
· documents that show other names the applicant has been known by.
· Specifically for the Subclass 771 Visa all the above documents plus a Letter of Guarantee / Introduction from the Vessel / Brand / Company providing personal details and flight details to Australia.

Head Office Personnel, Guest Entertainers, Lectures & Contractors referred to as Non-Revenue Passengers and reported on the Passenger List
Arrival by Sea:
· All Foreign nationals working on board the vessel and reported on the Passenger List to local Authorities require an appropriate work such as the Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) (Subclass 400) Visa https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-work-400
Arrival by Air:
· The Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) (Subclass 400) Visa not only allows work rights on board and shoreside in Australia but also arrival by air.  https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-work-400
Head Office Personnel, Guest Entertainers, Lectures & Contractors - Important Points to Note.
The Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) (Subclass 400) Visa 
· Costs $AU415.
· [bookmark: _Int_hYiKjK7S]Takes approximately 30 days to be granted.
· Is subject to visa grant conditions applicable to the individual applicant.
· Allows arrival by Sea and Air.
· Must be applied for and approved whilst the applicant is outside Australia.
· [bookmark: _Int_ByzqNez7]The Subclass 400 visa is generally valid for 3 or 6months from date of arrival.
· Some nationalities are subject to providing Biometrics for this visa. 

[bookmark: _Toc604833120]How do I apply for the Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) (Subclass 400) Visa.

Below are tips and hints to ensure that your application for a Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) (Subclass 400) visa can be processed as quickly as possible. 
  
· Lodge an application via your own ImmiAccount. 
https://online.immi.gov.au/lusc/login

· Attach a copy of your passport bio page and other identity documents as per below. 
Home Affairs need to confirm the identity of the applicant. Please make sure that you attach the following during the initial application process: 
· A colour copy of the applicant’s current bio data page of the passport that shows the following: 
· Photo.
· personal details (name, date and place of birth, nationality etc.)
· the date the passport was issued and when it will expire. 
· A colour copy of the National Identity Card (both sides) if the applicant has one.
· Include your signed employment contract - Home Affairs need to confirm that you are employed by a company associated with an Australian Business to work in Australia.
· And if relevant, documents that prove a change of name including:
· a marriage or divorce certificate.
· change of name documents from a relevant authority.
· documents that show other names the applicant has been known by.
· Specifically for the Subclass 400 Visa all the above documents plus 
· A Letter of Guarantee / Introduction from the brand / company providing personal details and flight details to Australia.
· A Letter from an Australian Organisation (CAU) to outline your specialist working role and skills whilst in Australia.
· Character Document.
Additionally, you may be required to undertake a health and police check. If required Home Affairs will request this via your Immi Account.
Additional Information and Important Points to note

· The ETA (Subclass 601) & eVisitor (Subclass 651) can be used for crew to enter Australia however they are not prioritised and increased processing times will apply.
· For ETA (Subclass 601) & eVisitor (Subclass 651) visa queries need to be addressed directly with Home Affairs via the Immi Account for a positive resolution.
· The ETA (Subclass 601) & eVisitor (Subclass 651) are not appropriate work visas to work in Australian Waters.
· [bookmark: _Int_ZEaj0z4A]The ETA (Subclass 601) & eVisitor (Subclass 651) are generally granted with a 3 month stay onshore in Australia from the arrival date. Once the individual has arrived in Australia the 3-month period commences. If the vessel does not undertake an international voyage (Round Trip Status Voyages are not classed as an international voyage) within that 3 months the visa will cease and no longer be valid. The visa will still be active even if the individual holds an MCV and is signed on the vessel. 
· Each brand / vessel will have specific criteria for foreign nationals to be reported on the crew list and passenger list in terms of the visa(s) they are holding. For example, to be reported on the crew list holding an MCV you may need all the appropriate crew medical and documents. 
· It is the individual or companies' responsibility to confirm with the vessel the criteria required to work on board and be reported to local authorities correctly.
· [bookmark: _Int_P8fYAfXB][bookmark: _Int_ZzKchNza]To avoid any issues or delays to processing of all visas (except the Subclass 400), please lodge applications at least 28 days before the expected date of arrival in Australia. For the Subclass 400 please lodge a minimum of 60 days before expected date of arrival in Australia
·  Please ensure you are providing all requested supporting documents through your Immi Account.
· Please provide an email address which can be accessed by the applicant onshore or a sea
· If contacted via your Immi Account for further information in support of your application Home Affairs, will ask for the information within 7 days. If this is not adhered to the application may be cancelled.
· Some Countries are subject to providing Biometrics for the Subclass 771 & Subclass 400 Visas.
· Biometrics must be provided within 14 days of receipt of the letter which is generally received the same day the application is submitted.
· Applications that are subject to Biometrics will not be looked at or determined until Biometrics has been submitted. 

Countries in biometrics program
If you are lodging a visa application in a country included in the biometrics program, regardless of nationality, you might need to provide your biometrics in relation to each visa application you lodge.  

	Afghanistan *
Albania
Algeria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Cambodia
Colombia
Egypt
Ethiopia
Eswatini *
Fiji
France
Ghana
Greece
Hong Kong

	Iran
Iraq
Jordan
Kazakhstan 
Kenya
Kuwait
Lebanon
Lesotho *
Malaysia
Mexico
Myanmar
Nepal
New Zealand
Nigeria
Oman
Pakistan
Papua New Guinea

	Peru
Philippines
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
Samoa
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Solomon Islands
Somalia *
South Africa
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Tonga
Turkey
Uganda
United Arab Emirates
Vanuatu
Vietnam
Yemen *
Zimbabwe



* For these countries refer to neighbouring collection locations
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